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Lest we forget… 

November already! Where has 
this year gone? For most of us 
the end of this year probably 
can't come quickly enough. 

However, we cannot ignore 
November. The penultimate 
month of the dying year is the 
time we remember the dead who 
have gone before us. 

All Souls Day 

Remembrance of 'the souls of all 
the faithful departed' is on All 
Souls Day on 2 November. The 
dead are remembered in  
different ways around the world, 
from the ringing of bells to the 
baking and sharing of cakes. 

Remembrance Day 

At 11:00 on November 11th 
1918 hostilities on the Western 

Front ceased. Today, we observe 
two minutes silence at the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month in 
remembrance of those who have 
died. On the nearest Sunday to 
Remembrance Day, 8 November 
in 2020, Church and State join 
together to remember and lay 
wreaths for the fallen. 

We dedicate the first five pages 
of this Newsletter to the fallen 
and displaced of the two world 
wars. We include stories of some 
of those in the parish who were 
affected by the two conflicts, not 
forgetting those still amongst us 
who served and were injured in 
later conflicts. 

Printing the newsletter 

Ian MacPhearson has printed 
the newsletter since its launch in 
March and our deepest gratitude 

goes to him for the time and 
money this has consumed. Sadly, 
for personal and professional 
reasons, Ian is unable to 
continue. We have alternative 
plans. These need your help so 
please read page 8 for details. 

In the meantime, we are grateful 
to Project Sophia Ltd of Helmsley 
for sponsoring this edition and 
covering our printing costs. 

Clang and Tracey 
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Historic Nunnington - Lest We Forget

Lest We Forget 

The memorial to our soldiers and 
sailors who lost their lives during 
the two world wars was erected 
in 1921. It was dedicated on 
August 27th by Mr. Collins, the 
Rector, after being unveiled by 
William Worsley. 

At Colonel Fife’s request, the 
memorial lists those men of the 
parish who died in the service of 
their country in both the First and 
the Second World Wars. 

One of those who died, Joseph 
Wray, lived in Wray's Cottage on 
Low Street and the photograph 
shows his World War 1 Medal. 
Another of the names is Richard 
Hildreth, whose tragic story is 
told by Helen Cook opposite. 

The photograph records the Rev. 
Max Timbrell and the Church 
Wardens, Enid Marshall and 
Richard Gilderdale, on 
Remembrance Sunday 1999. 

The names of those engraved on 
the memorial are: 

• Frederick Whitney, H.M.S. 
Hampshire 

• Ivan Essex, Royal Engineers 
• George Harrison, 

Northumberland Fusiliers 
• Joseph Wray, Northumberland 

Fusiliers 
• Harry Whitney, West Yorkshire 

Regiment 
• William Smailes, Yorkshire 

Regiment 
• Thomas Campbell, Yorkshire 

Regiment 
• Harry Brindley, Yorkshire 

Regiment 
• Maurice Smailes, Yorks and 

Lancs 
• Richard Hildreth, Middlesex 

Regiment 
• John Essex, North Riding 

Volunteer Regiment 

We will remember them. 

Remembrance Sunday in 
Nunnington 

The Remembrance Sunday 
Service, which as far as possible 
will be as usual, commences with 
two minutes silence at the War  
Memorial at 10:55 on Sunday 8th 
November, followed by a 
memorial service in the Church. 

All, of course, are welcome to 
either or both ceremonies. 

The Poppy Appeal 

The Poppy Appeal goes ahead 
this year, and our donations are 
even more important as the Royal 
British Legion seeks to help 
veterans affected by Covid. 

If you unable or unwilling to buy 
your poppy on your doorstep 
you can always buy a poppy 
online at britishlegion.org.uk.

JOSEPH WRAY’S WW1 MEDAL

Even in this small rural community, the Great War took its toll

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
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Historic Nunnington - World War 1

Richard Hildreth 

Richard Hildreth (my great uncle) 
was born in 1898, one of 11 
children, and lived in Church 
Street when he volunteered and 
enlisted in the Yorkshire 
Regiment in March 1917. 

As the family moved to Diamond 
Farm on Low Street (sadly 
demolished in the late ‘70s as it 
had become derelict and unsafe), 
Richard was transferred to the 
Middlesex Regiment and posted 
to France on 10th July 1917. 

He was killed just 22 days later at 
the age of 19 on 1st August on 
the France Belgium border. In his 
memory, his parents (my great 

grandparents) planted the beech 
tree on Low Street that has grown 
strong for over a hundred years. 
It is legally protected; long may it 
live in memory of Richard. 

Chris and Alison Cooke 
(Richard's great nephew and 
niece) visited his grave at 
Godewaersverde on the France 

Belgium border in 2005, and 
were delighted to find another 
copper beech tree in the 
cemetery. 

Helen Cooke

We all know the splendid copper beach on Low Street. 
It carries a poignant and moving story

 GODEWAERSVERDE 
MILITARY CEMETERY

 CHRIS AND ALISON COOKE 
AT GODEWAERSVERDE, 2005

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Historic Nunnington - World War 2 Evacuees

My late mother-in-law was Mabel 
Bateman, née Cope. For many 
years until her death in the height 
of Covid, she has spoken with 
fondness of her time in the 
village of Nunnington as an 
evacuee. 

She spoke not with any bitterness 
or regret but more as a person 
who chose to remember the 
good and warm embrace of 
strangers who took her in and 
cared for her in uncertain times. 

The evacuation 

It is September 1939 and 
hundreds of thousands of very 
young children are arriving with 
their families at their local 
stations to board trains to 
unknown destinations. Many are 

doubtless told that they are 
going on holiday. One child even 
brings along his bucket and 
spade, according to a set of 
memoirs from the time. 

The country has rehearsed this 
mass movement in the weeks 
beforehand. It is a triumph of 
organisation that goes extremely 

well. Special trains all over the 
country leave their home stations, 
and thousands of volunteers 
direct, meet, feed, and help the 
children in any way they can on 
their tumultuous journey. 

Malton station is a hub for trains 
bringing children to Ryedale. 
Some of the children who arrive 
from Middlesbrough (my mother-
in-law's home town) change onto 
direct trains to Nunnington 
Station. Others head to Pickering 
and other villages in the area. 

Arriving in Nunnington 

On arrival in Nunnington the 
children are directed to a central 
point, where their host families 
collect the evacuees and take 
them to their homes. In Mabel’s 

Remembering the good and warm embrace of strangers 
who took in and cared for evacuated children in uncertain times

NUNNINGTON STATION IN 
THE 1920S

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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case this is to the Rutter family. 
Mr Rutter farms land situated in 
Nunnington. An old photograph 
of the 7th North Riding Battalion, 
Home Guard, which is based in 
Nunnington, shows two men 
called Rutter, I guess Father and 
son, so members of the family 
almost certainly sacrifice time on 
the land for wartime duties. 

The village is alive with the sound 
of children at this time. The 
Lancaster Bombers of the 
Canadian Airforce at RAF 
Wombleton (one of which 
crashes into the village on its 
return from a mission) adds to 
the wartime soundtrack.  

Canadian airmen cycle to the 
village pub from the airfield, and 
two are saved by villagers when 
they misjudge their speed and 
crash into the river. 

A Nunnington education 

Children from St Agnes School 
Leeds and Middlesbrough are 
quartered in Nunnington. The 
group from St Agnes School 
arrives in August 1939, the group 
from Middlesbrough a month 
later in September. 

Both groups are led by a teacher 
from their school. 

Nunnington has two schools in 
1939. The School House on Low 
Street is for boys, and the smaller 
building at Graham Cottages is 
for girls. According to my 
mother-in-law, there is no space 
available in either school in 1939, 
so the Middlesborough group 
sets up in the village hall, which 
becomes a temporary classroom 
for the next four years. 

The single teacher from 
Middlesbrough teaches all age 
groups.  An old photograph 
shows the children of St Agnes 
School having a picnic and 
playing in the Rye. 

From town to country 

For these city children used to 
city life, the countryside must 
have been a revelation. How 
would they have coped with 
strangers, homesickness and the 
knowledge that they did not 
know when they would see their 
families again? 

I am on a quest to discover more 
about Mabel’s childhood in 
Nunnington and to understand 
how Nunnington coped with its 
war responsibilities. I hope to 
reach out to any survivors of 
these times and capture their  
precious oral history. Any 
personal anecdotes from this 
time would be very much 
appreciated. 

Please do get in touch. The 
Newsletter editors have my 
contact details. 

Hugh MulliganTAKING IT EASY BY THE RIVER

THE 7TH NORTH RIDING HOME GUARD BATTALION, 1944

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Parish News

People 

Cousins reunited 

We are thrilled to record this 
heartening story of how the News 
brought two people together. 

Stephen Ford is a newly retired 
Baptist Minister and lives in 
Shropshire. His daughter works 
as an African Inland Missionary. 

Margaret Timbrell is his second 
cousin once removed. He has 
been looking for her for many 
years. She was the 'missing 
piece' of his family tree which he 
is researching and Margaret 
didn’t know anything about him. 

Stephen contacted her after 
coming across her story in the 
online Newsletter. Margaret, 
needless to say, is absolutely 
delighted and has already had 
two long conversations on the 
phone with him and is looking 
forward to more. Stephen hopes 
to visit her in due course. 

Tracey Phillips 

Clive Peacock - in 
memoriam 

Clive Peacock was born in the 
village. Latterly he lived in 
Scotland where he died last 
month. He was buried here in 
Nunnington on 24 October, 
alongside his parents. 

His mother died only last year 
and we understand he is survived 
by his sister, who lives in Slingsby, 
to whom we offer our 
condolences.  

The Village Hall 

Our awesome Village Hall is 
again open and the Committee 
would love you to use it (whilst 
complying with C19 rules of 
course!). Call Donna Stamp on 
07790 509 252 to book. 

And the Village Hall needs your 
help. Without the usual income 
from the Bash, hire fees and 
donations there is not much left 
in the pot, even for the usual 
donation to the Over 65s 
Christmas lunch. 

In addition, some windows in the 
Hall need replacing to listed 
building standards, so anything 
you can do to help, in the form of 
hiring for a socially distanced 
meeting or fund raising, 
donations or lettings will be very 
much appreciated. 

With thanks 

Chris and Debs Digby would 
like to thank everyone in the 
village who offered practical help 
and commiserations during their 
brush with Covid.  Chris said ‘We 
owe special thanks to Andrew 
and Jeremy for doing the posting 
and shopping.  We feel very 

fortunate to live in such a friendly, 
community spirited village.’ 

Birthday celebrations 

Congratulations in advance to 
the Haytons. Ines Hayton marks 
her 60th birthday on 1st 
November, whilst Nigel Hayton 
reaches 70 on 25 November. 
They will be celebrating quietly, 
as is their way. Next year we look 
forward to recording 65 years 
living in Nunnington. 

Events 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

In these downbeat days the 
Harvest Thanksgiving service on 
Sunday 11th October shone a 
welcome light into the gloom. 

C19 restrictions compelled a 
move from the Church to Dave 
Wilson's barn, which in turn 
added a degree of informality 
and community that lifted the 
parish's spirits. 

Rev Sue Binks officiated and 
blessed the gifts of the land 
offered by young villagers. 
Sammi Tooze, who is part of York 
Generous Churches Scheme, 
gave a powerful  sermon on the 

Two pages of hatches, matches, dispatches, arrivals, departures, 
events happened or about to happen, that we hope will be of interest

NUNNINGTON VILLAGE HALL

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 202

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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subject of giving and sang Psalm 
65 solo - the first time she had 
sung in a barn! The collection 
raised £329 (incl £124 from the 
Cabbage Patch) for the Farming 
Community Network 

Thanks to Dave for the barn (now 
returned to its role as a winter 
home for the cattle) and to all 
who contributed to the service. 

Nunnington Arts Fair 

Nunnington Studios is hosting a 
weekend Artisan Christmas Fair 
from 4 - 6 December. The coffee 
shop will be open for seasonal 
refreshments, and the studios will 
display their own work and that 
of other local artists including 
Robert Dutton's paintings, 
Hannah Turlington's linoprints 
and Clang's jewellery. 

Nunnington Galleries is running a 
Meet the Artist weekend in 
conjunction with the Fair. It will 
be Christmas present heaven on 
the doorstep. Do come and visit! 

Mike MacBain 

Parish Christmas Lunch 

As we speculated in October, 
C19 has quashed the annual 
Christmas Lunch for the senior 
residents of the parish this year. 

However, the appeal for helpers 
in the October News has raised a 
strong team of volunteers to help 

with an alternative. Under the 
guidance of Donna Stamp, the 
team will be working hard in 
December to cook David 
Wilson's turkey and distribute a 
well-deserved celebratory meal 
to our Over-65s. 

Culinary, financial and catering 
contributions are still needed, so 
do step up to the plate if you can. 

Christmas carols 

This year we propose to combine 
the parish carol singing and the 
church carol service into a single 
celebration in the churchyard on 
the evening of Saturday 19th 
December. The emphasis will be 
on carol singing under the 
illuminated trees for about half 
an hour followed by mulled wine 
or similar and soft drinks. 

We will follow C19 guidelines in 
force at the time. We are thinking 
groups of six keeping suitably 
distant which will be helped, we 
hope, by having several patio 
heaters around which people 
may hover to keep warm. 

We have one heater already and 
would be grateful for offers of 
more for the evening. Please get 
in touch with me if you can help. 

The collection will be divided 
between the Village Hall and the 
church. See the December News 
for full details. 

Alastair Stewart 

Food bank donations 

The pandemic restrictions have 
hit hard for many. Poverty and 
hunger remains prevalent in the 
country, even if substantially out 
of sight here in the parish. Chris 
and Debs Digby are really keen 
for the parish to make a 
difference this year and urge 

people to donate. In particular, 
they would like everyone to bring 
food donations to the carol 
singing on 19th December, 
which they will take to the Food 
Bank in time for Christmas. See 
the December News for details. 

This month’s sponsor 

Project Sophia Ltd, a coaching 
and training organisation 
founded by Jeremy Deedes, has 
kindly sponsored this edition of 
the News and covered the 
printing costs. 

Under its 'Crazy for Change' 
brand, Project Sophia serves 
individuals and couples who feel 
stuck in lives lacking meaning. 

A five-stage process of 
happiness, wisdom, resilience, 
wealth and contribution leads 
clients to wholehearted lives by 
becoming change makers in their 
own right, able and willing to find 
fulfilment by making a positive 
difference to others. 

Project Sophia's founding 
principle is that it is better to 
contribute more than consume. 

The next programme starts in 
March 2021 and special terms 
will be available to parishioners. 

Please visit crazyforchange.com 
to register your interest.

IN EARLIER DAYS

https://crazyforchange.com
http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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The Newsletter

We need your help 

Even though Ian Macphearson is 
unable to continue printing this 
newsletter, we still want to make 
it available for free to 'all the 
people of Nunnington, Ness and 
Muscoates’, as it has been for 
many years. We distribute 120 
electronic copies and 60 hard 
copies around the parish. The 
cost of electronic distribution is 
negligible. The cost of printing 
could be anywhere between 
£800 and £1,600 pa, depending 
on size and print runs. 

We have a number of options, 
including severely curtailing the 
size and shape of the newsletter, 
outsourcing the printing, 
charging an annual subscription 
or raising money to cover the 
printing costs. Sources of income 
could include advertising, 
sponsorship from local firms and 
institutions, grants crowdfunding 
and donations. 

Above all, reducing the number 
of parishioners receiving the 
printed version will cut printing 
costs significantly 

For the moment, therefore, we 
have decided to do the 
following: 

• We will continue in the same 
format and size as before whilst 
outsourcing the printing. 

• From January 2021 we will only 
deliver paper copies to those 
who opt-in to to receive the 
printed version. We ask that 
only those who genuinely need 
a paper copy opt in, in order to 
push the print run down to the 
minimum of 25 or below. 

• We will seek cash to pay for 
printing from advertising, 
sponsorship, grants and 
donations 

This may leave us as publishers 
out of pocket so we are looking 
for a small number of people to 
form an underwriting team to 
cover the costs and make up any 
monthly shortfall. 

You can help to keep the 
newsletter going for the benefit 
of the parish by doing the 
following: 

1. Call Tracey on 01439 748 404 
before Christmas if you really 
need to receive a paper copy 
in 2021 

2. Get in touch with Tracey or 
Clang if you would like to 
donate to the printing costs 
or sponsor an edition 

3. Get in touch with us if you 
know your way around the 
grants system in North 
Yorkshire (see also the item 
on the Village Hall) or 
crowdfunding 

4. Get in touch with Tracey or 
Clang if you would be 
prepared to underwrite any 
shortfall in printing costs 

As the item about Margaret's 
long lost cousin on page 6 
demonstrates, the Nunnington 
news can bring joy and comfort 
in the most unexpected ways. 
Please do support us. 

Thank you. 

Tracey, Clang and Jeremy 

Publishing points 

The next Newsletter will be for 
December, then we will combine 
January and February and 
publish in the middle of January. 

We aim to publish electronically 
on the last day of the preceding 
month. Printing and distribution 
can take up to four of five 
working days. In order to get 
paper copies to those who really 
need them in the first week of the 
month we do need your contri-
butions by the 25th of the month. 

Thanks to Jo Pickard and Jenny 
Sugars for volunteering to help 
with distribution of paper copies. 

Ever conscious of the need to 
avoid embarrassing typos, 
Maggie Dickinson has agreed to 
proof read the newsletter before 
publication. It would be great to 
have one or two more pairs of 
eyes to share the load if anyone 
fancies joining the team. 

Finally, if you are familiar with 
Apple Pages, have a good 
internet connection and a few 
hours spare each month and 
would like to help with 
publication, speak to Jeremy.

THE FIRST ‘NEW’ 
NUNNINGTON NEWS

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Nellies Blog

Kingfishers will brighten any dull November day

Kingfisher encounters 

After spending two weeks 
climbing the Northumbrian hills, 
we returned home for a rest!  

Our riverside strolls have 
become a kaleidoscope of colour 
with the hedgerows laden with 
berries and the fallen autumnal 
leaves on the ground. Today the 
lightning-fast and technicoloured 
kingfisher flew by and sat 
patiently on a low branch waiting 
for its next meal. It was such a 
treat… spellbinding. 

Having keen eyesight with 
monocular vision (using each eye 

separately), they bob their heads 
before diving to accurately judge 
the depth of the fish and then 
close their eyes as they dive.  

The bird’s bright metallic blue 
plumage and a metallic copper 
breast makes it unmistakeable. Its 
beak is long and black, and 
females have a red patch at the 
base. With a wingspan of 25cm 
and length of 16cm, a kingfisher 
is only slightly larger than a robin 
but nearly twice as heavy.  

Since they must eat around sixty 
percent of their body weight 
each day, it is essential they 
control a suitable stretch of river 
and this makes them highly 
territorial. They are solitary for 
most of the year, roosting alone 
in heavy cover. If however, 
another kingfisher enters its 
territory, fights may occur. One 
bird will grab the beak of the 
other and try to hold it under 
water…Brutal!  

Pairs form in the autumn 
although each bird retains a 
separate territory. Mating occurs 
in spring when the male 
approaches the female with a fish 
and attempts to feed her.  

Kingfishers construct burrows in 
the riverbank, consisting of a 
horizontal tunnel leading to a 
nesting chamber. Last year, we 
were lucky enough to find such a 
burrow near to the 'old rickety 
bridge' and often saw both 
parents flying in and out. 

Sadly, Kingfishers are extremely 
sensitive to cold weather, and a 
particularly harsh winter can 
seriously reduce kingfisher 
populations, so let us pray the 
winter will be kind to them. 

Did you know? 

The design of a kingfisher's beak 
is aerodynamically efficient, 
allowing it to dive from its perch 
towards its prey with maximum 
speed and minimum splash. 

This beak design is so innovative 
that it is mimicked by the front of 
Japanese bullet trains! 

The sighting of our kingfishers 
will brighten any dull November 
day, even for us four-legged 
walkers. Keep your eyes 
peeled…blink, and you may miss 
this unique and colourful sight. 

Nellie (with Tracey’s help) 

NELLIE

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Countryside Matters 1 - Lodge Farm

Spuds Are Us  

‘I am easily satisfied with 
the very best.’ Winston 

Churchill 

Well, I nearly was writing this 
month’s article from the 
Harvester but another record was 
broken in 2020, which was a 
relief. Our potato stores are full 
and harvest was pretty much 
completed by 24th October, the 
earliest EVER.  

Last year because of the 
horrendous rain we nearly got to 
Christmas, only finishing on 
December 18th!  

Ground conditions have been 
generally ok but never perfect; 
what has been this year!  We 
don’t seem to get continuous dry 
spells nowadays in October. 

Five years ago and earlier you 
could rely on these dry spells 
which made life so much easier.  

The rain came but nowhere near 
as bad as last year. It just made 
things a bit frustrating when you 
need to be on. 

However, Team Rooke worked 
hard and pushed through. They 
are now having a well-earned 
rest.  

The spuds are good quality and 
are now kept at 8-10oC in the 
store depending on the variety. 

I really hope we can start sending 
potatoes out to McCain’s and 
Walkers from late December. 

The purchase of a new corn drill 
has been a fantastic investment. 
Both Jim and the drill are 
working in harmony together and 
the wheat, barley and oil seed 
rape are looking exceptional this 
year.  

Still a bit more to drill but that 
can be done up to December.  

Steven Rooke 

Top TV Tip  

Jo has been working hard as 
always and her new TV 
commercial launched this week, 
The Omaze Million Pound House. 
It’s supporting The British Heart 
Foundation, a charity that is close 
to our hearts. Sorry about the 
pun but a very true sentiment. 
See if you can spot her! . 

Potato quiz of the month 

Q: I saw some potatoes 
strolling down Church Street 
the other day. ‘Do you want a 
lift?’, I asked.  

A: No thanks we are Walkers , 
they said 

Q: How good is the Powered 
Potatoes band?  

A: Very. The had a smash hit! 

Q: What was Guy Fawke’s 
favourite meal?  

A: Bangers and Mash! 

One potato, two potato, three potato, four … (we are talking thousands here)

https://www.bhf.org.uk
https://www.bhf.org.uk
http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Countryside Matters 2 - Jubilee Farm

Crops, Cattle & Tups 

The long summer is over, the 
rains have come, and there is a 
nip in the air… winter is around 
the corner!  

Life on the farm is as busy as ever 
for Dave and John with acres of 
crops still to be planted, cattle to 
be brought into their winter 
sheds - and its tupping time for 
the sheep!  

As the fields get wetter by the 
day, it is a race against time to 
get the remaining crops planted 
and to get all 126 cattle bedded 
down into their winter sheds. 

Weather strategies 

Although sheep, thanks to their 
thick woolly coats, seem 
impervious to the weather, cows 
do not like the cold and wet. 
They huddle together and loose 
condition because energy from 

their food is spent keeping them 
warm, preventing the animals 
from gaining enough weight. 

There is also the welfare of the 
pasture to consider. As the grass 
is not growing and is very wet, 
'poaching' can occur. When soil 
becomes poached, it is 
compacted with no air spaces to 
nurture the soil organisms and 
microbes that help maintain a 
healthy sward. 

Cattle management 

As the cattle arrive back on the 
farm, they are vaccinated and 
given a quick hair cut! Trimming 

off the heavy winter coat along 
the spine, creating a nice wide 
dorsal strip, helps to stop the 
cattle from getting sweaty. A 
sweaty coat can cool the animal 
and lead to pneumonia.  

For the next six months, there are 
straw beds to be kept, sheds to 
be mucked out, and cattle to be 
fed a nourishing diet of potatoes, 
fodder beet, and grain. So, 
bringing the cattle indoors for 
the winter is therefore beneficial 
for both livestock and land 
although undoubtedly it is hard 
work every day of the week. 

Tupping time 

Finally, look out for sparks flying 
across the fields of Jubilee farm 
on the 5th November when you 
will see the three farm rams 
reunited with the sixty 'ladies in 
waiting' farm ewes. It's Tupping 
Time! We look forward to seeing 
the new lambs being born in the 
fields from April next spring. 

Tracey Phillips

How to manage the cattle, the sheep, the weather and the soil, all at the same time

HEY, WE’RE NOT THAT BAD 
EITHER!

AREN’T I JUST SOOO BEAUTIFULL?!

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Parish Pastoral

And in the time of their visitation they shall shine, 
and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble (Wisdom 38.4)

Thoughts for 
November 

George Eliot begins her great 
book Middlemarch by writing 
about Teresa of Avila – a beloved 
Spanish mystic, saint and Doctor 
of the Church, who lived in the 
16th century. Teresa, she writes, 
was a passionate idealist in 
search of an epic life. 

And one of the main points of 
Eliot’s novel is that most people 
do not have epic lives. We have 
very ordinary ones, often an 
untidy jumble of mistakes, 
hindrances and missed 
opportunities – ending in 
obscurity. 

That’s how it is for the heroine 
of Middlemarch, Dorothea 
Brooke. She has the passionate 
idealism of a St Teresa; but this 
ordinary world we live in 
frustrates her epic dreams. The 
energy of her life must, instead, 
be used up in ways that ‘have no 
great name on the earth,’ and 
mainly go unnoticed. 

Never mind, says Eliot. The 
growth of goodness in the world 
depends hugely on the work of 
those whose deeds are quiet and 
completely ‘unhistoric’. Her book 
closes with these words: ‘that 
things are not so ill with you and 
me as they might have been, is 
half owing to the number who 
lived faithfully a hidden life, and 
rest in unvisited tombs.’ 

The 1st November, is All Saints’ 
Day. Maybe we should have a 
tomb of the unknown saint, as we 
have for the unknown soldier. 

Help us, God, to celebrate not 
only the saints whose holy lives 
have made them famous. Keep 
us mindful of the obscure and 
forgotten people, who have not 
lived epic lives, but have poured 
themselves out for others in 
quiet, ordinary ways. We thank 
you, for their labours and 
example and help us to continue 
their work. Amen. 

Rev’d Susan Binks 

The church clock 

I would like to thank the Parochial 
Church Council for the generous 
gift of a Mouse man tea pot stand 
in recognition of my winding the 
church clock and putting the flag 
up on special occasions.  This 
was a wonderful surprise. 

I have enjoyed climbing the 
ladder to reach the winding 
mechanism over the last twenty 
years plus. It has helped to keep 
me fit. An added bonus was 
going to the top of the tower to 
raise the flag . The views of the 
village from there are superb. 

Thank you again. 

Roger Hammon 

ST THERESA OF AVILA

THE CLOCK MECHANISM, 
MADE BY GIF NEWLY OF 

YORK IN 1911

WINTER VIEW FROM THE 
CLOCKTOWER TOWARDS 

LOSCHY HILL

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Church matters 

The Autumn half term has 
arrived, the clocks go back and in 
the Church we come to the end 
of the long journey through 
Ordinary Time and the Sundays 
after Trinity. The green altar 
cloths are carefully folded as we 
look to the white and gold of All 
Souls and All Saints, the red of 
Remembrance and the purple of 
Advent. 

As the leaves gently rain down 
heralding colder weather may I 
encourage you not to be shy 
about coming to Church with a 
warm cosy blanket or even a hot 
water bottle. The heating will be 
on in our Church as we also 
ensure a ‘flow of air' to comply 
with covid aware risk assess-
ments. I suppose in normal times 
we simply called  this a draught. 

I was delighted to admit Maggie 
Dickinson and Alastair Stewart 
as newly elected Churchwardens 
at All Saints and St James, 
Nunnington on 18th October. 

Congratulations and thanks to 
both for accepting these duties 
for the forthcoming year.  I am so 
grateful to all those who are 
prepared, in these very 
challenging and unpredictable 
times, to take on parish 
responsibilities including 
Churchwardens, Deputy 
Wardens, Stewards, Treasurers, 
PCC Secretaries and Electoral 
Roll Officers. 

I would also particularly like to 
say thank you to Daisy Barnes, 
who has cheerfully offered to 
continue as the Benefice 
Safeguarding Officer. 

I am always heartened by offers 
to help with the care of our 
church buildings and church-
yards – all of which can be done 
in ‘a socially distanced' way. They 
are such beautiful places to be. 

It is a particular joy for me to tell 
you that Tilly and Ozzie 
Thompson have enthusiastically 
take on the organisation for the 
Benefice of the Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox 
Appeal. Please put a box 
together, if you can, for a child 
who might otherwise get nothing 
this Christmas. 

On Sunday 1st November we 
celebrate All Saints Day, a time to 
light candles in memory of our 
loved ones now in heavenly rest, 
and in particular for Clive 
Peacock, who we buried in the 
churchyard on 24th October, and 
his family and friends. 

Stay safe and stay holy. Please 
feel free to contact me any time 
for prayer, for a catch up, a 
conversation or help with any 
practical need on 01439 770523 
binksharome@btinternet.com 

Rev’d Susan Binks 

Outlook Magazine 

(A little clarification is required 
after we got it slightly wrong in 
October. Ooops. Ed) 

Please note that copies of the 
Outlook magazine can be 
collected from me during the 
week (01439 748291) or 
alternatively from the church on 
Sundays when the church is open 
from 10:00 to midday for private 
prayer or 10.45 to midday when 
there is a service. 

Jane CliveREV’D SUSAN BINKS

YOU WERE SUDDENLY AWARE THAT THE AUTUMN LEAVES 
WERE TURNING TO THE COLOR OF HER HAIR! 

(BERGMAN / LEGRAND / SPRINGFIELD

mailto:binksharome@btinternet.com
http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
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Creative Corner 2

Goat curry 

In many British regiments, officers 
and NCOs repaired to their 
respective messes after the 
Remembrance Sunday service to 
entertain locals with a curry. 

Goat curry was a speciality and 
since Farm to Fork Butchers on 
Bridge Street in Helmsley now 
supply excellent goat meat, it 
seemed appropriate to include a 
variation on Madhur Jaffrey’s 
recipe in November. 

Ingredients 

• 1 kg goat, washed and cubed 
• Garlic, peppers, ground roasted 

cumin seeds, garam masala and 
curry powder to taste 

• 1 small onion, chopped 
• 1 spring onion, sliced 
• Celery tops, finely chopped 
• 4 small to medium potatoes 
• Oil and seasoning 

Method 

• Blend the spices with a little 
water to make a thick paste 

• Cook the purée in oil for a few 
minutes in a wide lidded pan. 

• Add the onions, celery tops and 
meat. After 20 mins, add 0.5l 
water and simmer for an hour 

• Dice and add the potatoes and 
cook for a final 30 mins, adding 
more water if required.

Birds of a feather quiz 

1. Brag (4)… Crow 
2. One would make you cry (6) 
3. A hood from Nottingham (5) 
4. Edith is called a little one (7) 
5. Eight in a poor person (8) 
6. Sell (4) 
7. Celestial heather (8) 
8. A peaceful bird (4) 
9. Heard in Berkeley Square (11) 
10. Old measurement follows the 

rubbish (9) 
11. Number 10 (3) 
12. Gulliver’s creator (5) 
13. Cower (5) 
14. In the other one (5) 
15. An angry accountant (9) 
16. Colin Morgan (6) 
17. A fan of quiet (6) 
18. This would embarrass a 

batsman (4) 
19. Sounds like fuel (6) 
20. What a moaner! (6) 

Clair Bulmer 

Online talks 

The Thoresby Society is live-
streaming free online talks. Non-
members are welcome. To 
register and receive the Zoom 
links, please email 
a.slomson@leeds.ac.uk .  

Wednesday 4th Nov, 13:00  

Dr. Kevin Grady, The Early Years of 
the Leeds Library  

Wednesday 11th Nov, 13:00 

Eveleigh Bradford, The most 
beautiful Public Gardens in 
England, the story of the lost 
Headingley Botanical Gardens 

And more… 

Sue Elphinstone

The News Team 

Editors 

Clang, Tracey Phillips 

Design, subbing, production 

Jeremy Deedes 

Printing 

Instantprint, Rotherham 

Proof reading 

Maggie Dickenson, Eimear 
Skehan 

Digital distribution 

Tracey Phillips 

Paper distribution 

Roisin Clive, Jean Cooke, Maggie 
Dickinson, Rosie Jack, Alan 
Richardson, Jane Rutter. 

Nunnington website 

Mary Thew 

Parish Facebook Group 

Fran and Clive Osborne 

October contributors 

Susan Binks, Claire Bulmer, Clang, 
Helen Cooke, Jeremy Deedes, 
Sue Elphinstone, Roger Hammon, 
Mike MacBain, Hugh Mulligan, 
Tracey Phillips (and Nellie), Steven 
Rooke, Alastair Stewart. Thank you 
to everyone. 

The digital edition 

Over a hundred people around 
the world get the News online. 
Residents, business owners, 
employees and visitors should 
email Tracey to subscribe for free. 

tracey@ryedalephotography.com 

Please opt-in for the printed if 
you really cannot take the 
digital edition. Call Tracey on 
01439 748 404 today.

MOROCCAN GOATS IN 
ARGAN TREES

mailto:a.slomson@leeds.ac.uk
http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
mailto:tracey@ryedalephotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/Farmtofork-Butchers-110505077176718/
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Notice Board

Lush & Lang 
Fabulous flowers 
for weddings and 
special occasions 

Speak to Clang on 
01439 748 385 or visit 

lushandlang.com 

Do you have experience in raising funds 
from grants or crowdfunding? 

The pandemic has not been kind to community projects that rely on 
donations and sales. The Village Hall and this newsletter both need 

funds. If you can help, please get in touch. 
 

Contact Tracey or Clang.

Need help with your garden? 
Call John Wright from Slingsby on 07715 413 486. Rates from £16 ph

http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
http://lushandlang.com
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Nunnington Diary and Services

See the Abbey website for Covid 
arrangements and details of 
Home Prayers and Retreats. 

Mobile Post Office 

The mobile Post Office visits twice 
a week. Helen or Jill will be in Low 
Street at the following times 

Tuesday, 3:15 to 4:15 pm 
Thursday, 8:30 to 9:30 am.  

All Post Office business is 
transacted and the Post Office is 
an agent for most banks. 

Nunnington Hall 

Nunnington Hall is now closed 
until the spring, except for 27-29 
Nov, 4-6 Dec, 11-13 Dec and 
18-20 Dec. Visitors must book in 
advance. See https://
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
nunnington-hall for updates. 

Recycling collections 

Recycling and household rubbish 
is collected on alternative Fridays. 
Garden recycling is on a Tuesday 
morning. Leave bins out by 6 am. 

Tue 3 Nov: Garden* 
Fri 6 Nov: Household 
Fri 13 Nov: Recycling  
Tue 17 Nov: Garden* 
Fri 20 Nov: Household 
Fri 27 Nov: Recycling 
Fri 4 Dec: Household 

* According to RDC! 

Church Services 

Nunnington Church 

The Church is open. Celebrated 
services and private prayer during 
November are as follows: 

Sunday 1st Nov, 10am 
Private prayer until 12 noon 

Remembrance Sunday, 8th Nov 
Meet at the War Memorial at 
10:50, followed by service in the 
Church, Fr Anthony Pritchett 

Sunday 15th November, 11am 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 22nd November, 11am 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 29th Nov, 10am 
Private prayer until 12 noon 

Ampleforth Abbey 

Mass is celebrated for 26 
worshipers every Wednesday and 
Sunday at 11:30. Booking is 
essential on 01439 766815 or 
massbook@ampleforth.org.uk. 

A live streamed mass is 
celebrated every day at 08:45 and 
on Sunday at 10:00. Details at 
https://www.ampleforth.org.uk/
abbey/service-times 

Parish Council 

The Council met in October to 
discuss the planning application 
for the abattoir. To keep within 
restrictions, only the Chairman, 
Councillors and Clerk attended. 
No further meetings are planned. 

Village Hall 

The Village Hall is open for hire, 
subject to Covid regulations. See 
article on page 6 and speak to 
Donna Stamp on 01439 748 310. 

Our Weather 

Nunnington’s weather station ID is 
IUNITEDK315 and provides a ten 
day forecast, today’s weather and 
years of historic data. 

Nunnington online 

Don’t forget to keep in touch 
between newsletters by checking 
the website (Mary Thew) and our 
Facebook Group (The Osborne’s) 

December News 

We welcome contributions 
including news, articles and 
photos. Please keep news items 
to under 100 words and articles to 
between 150 and 300 words.  

Copy date is 25 November 

Contacts 

Tracey 

01439 748404 
tracey@ryedalephotography.com 

Clang 

01439 748385 
clang@deedes.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/nunnington/members
mailto:tracey@ryedalephotography.com?subject=Nunnington%20News
mailto:clang@deedes.com?subject=Nunnington%20News
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nunnington-hall
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nunnington-hall
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nunnington-hall
http://www.nunningtonvillage.co.uk
mailto:massbook@ampleforth.org.uk
https://www.ampleforth.org.uk/abbey/service-times
https://www.ampleforth.org.uk/abbey/service-times
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